
 



Your local guide for the 2017 EBCA Convention 

Antwerp is the second largest 
city of Belgium, and the largest 
city of the Flemish region. The 
city itself has half a million 
inhabitants, the metropolitan 
area about 1,2 million. The port 
of Antwerp is the second largest in Europe, and has a history dating back to the 12th century. 
 

Language 
Belgium has three official languages; French, Dutch and German. The southern part of Belgium speaks 
French, a small part east speak German, and the northern part - Flanders - speak Flemish, which is a 
Dutch dialect. The Brussels area is bilingual French and Flemish. 
So in Antwerp we speak Flemish/Dutch. Due to the port, Antwerp has always been visited by foreigners 
and you will have no trouble speaking English, French or even German.  
 

History 
Excavations have shown that Antwerp was inhabited as long ago as the Gallo-Roman period (2nd or 
3rd century A.D.). The city appears to have grown up around two settlements: the 'aanwerp' (alluvial 
mound) from which it takes its name and Caloes, 500 meters further south. 
The city first experienced an economic boom in the 12th century, when the rival port of Bruges started 
silting up. By the first half of the 14th century, Antwerp had become the most important trading and 
financial center in Western Europe, its reputation based largely on its seaport and wool market. 
In 1356, the city, which had been part of the Holy Roman Empire, was annexed to the County of 
Flanders and lost lots of its privileges, partly to Bruges' advantage. Fifty years later, the political and 
economic tide turned again and as the Golden Age unfolded, Antwerp became a world class 
metropolis, described as 'the loveliest city in the world'. 
By the second half of the 16th century, the city was the focus of politico-religious struggles between 
the Protestant North and Catholic South (Spain), which led to the River Scheldt being closed. From an 
economic point of view, this was a disaster. Yet the city continued to flourish culturally until the mid-
seventeenth century thanks to painters like Rubens, Anthony Van Dyck, Jordaens and Teniers, printers 
such as Plantin and Moretus, and the famous Antwerp harpsichord builders. 
But from 1650 till the 19th century, Antwerp went into serious decline, as the Scheldt remained closed 
and the city became little more than a provincial town. It was only after the fall of Napoleon at 
Waterloo (1815) that Antwerp entered a short period of prosperity, which ended with the Belgian 
Revolution (1830) and once again the closure of the Scheldt. The river was finally reopened for good 
in 1863, paving the way for Antwerp to return to its former glory. 
Apart from interruptions during the two world wars, Antwerp has 
experienced steady economic growth since the start of the 20th century 
and is now home to the second largest port in Europe, as well as the world 
hub for uncut diamonds. 
 

Historical sites to see 
If you didn’t arrive by train or through the Central Station, be sure to visit 
the main hall anyway. It’s one of the oldest stations in the world and 
definitely one of the most beautiful. It’s about a 20 min. walk towards the 
river Scheldt (De Schelde) to visit the old town with lots of 16th and 17th 
century houses. See the cathedral, city hall and the main market (Grote 
Markt). At the river side you can visit the castle Het Steen. Visit one of the 
beautiful churches, such as the Sint Carolus Borromeus at the cosy 
Hendrick Conscienceplein. 
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Extended stay of visiting with your 
family? Here are some nearby 
suggestions what to do: 
 

Antwerp Zoo 
This is the oldest zoo in Belgium (1843) and one of the oldest in the world. It’s unique location in the 
city center houses more than 400 species. The entrance is next to the Central Station, just 5 min. walk 
from the conference hotel. 
 

Shopping 
The conference hotel is located in the middle of the Jewish district and has many jewelry stores. You 
can walk from the Central Station along De Keyserlei, cross the Frankrijklei to the Meir, the main 
shopping street of Antwerp. Continue from the Meir towards the river side, and you will find several 
boutique shops at Huidevettersstraat and Schuttershofstraat. Walking from Groenplaats to 
Nationalestraat, you will be in the heart of Antwerp’s couture shops and the fashion museum (MoMu). 

 
Cinema 
At De Keyserlei you will find UGC cinemas with 17 theaters. In Belgium movies are shown in their 
original language version, with Dutch and French subtitles. Daily programming can be found at 
www.ugc.be. 

 
Indoor amusement park 
In the south part of the Central Station (close to the conference hotel) is Com!cs Station. This park is 
based on (Belgian; Smurfs, Lucky Luke, Suske & Wiske, ...) comics and has 60 attractions and the largest 
indoor slide in Europe. More information: www.comicsstation.be. 

 
Museums 
There are a lot of museums in Antwerp. Visit www.visitantwerpen.be (in English, French, Dutch and 
German) to find out all the details. A recommended museum is the MAS (Museum Aan de Stroom), 
which currently also houses the diamond museum. Between the Meir and the theatre district, you will 
find a street called Wapper. Here visit the Rubens House, to see how Peter Paul Rubens lived and 
painted.  
At the fashion district (Nationalestraat) you can visit the fashion museum MoMu (ModeMuseum). 
South to the old city center you can find the Photo Museum (FOMU) and contemporary art at the M 
KHA, at the district called Het Zuid (the South). 
 

Sport Events 
In general soccer is one of the most popular sports in Belgium, but during the period of the EBCA 
Convention both pro-teams are playing away. On Sunday evening pro-basketball team Telenet 
Antwerp Giants play at 17h30 at the Lotto Arena (direct metro line 3 from Astridplein). 
 

Music 
You might want to catch a pop concert at Sportpaleis (direct metro line 3 from Astridplein); Nov, 11th 
20h30 Jamiroquai, Nov 12th 18h30 Shakira. Or listen to the London Philharmonic Orchestra on Nov, 9th 
20h00 at Koningin Elisabethzaal (next to Antwerp Zoo). 
 

Book Fair 2017 
For the Dutch speaking, there is an important book fair at Antwerp Expo. Take tram 2 or 6 from the 
Diamant metro station. More info: http://www.boekenbeurs.be. 
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Taxi 
You can only grab a taxi 
from certain taxi 
locations (Central 
Station - Pelikaanstraat, Groenplaats, Steenplein, ...)  or an address if you call the taxi company for a 
pickup. It’s not allowed to just stop a taxi on the street. A taxi from the hotel to the old town should 
cost you about 15-20 euro, depending on the route due to traffic and time of day. Taxis charge by the 
kilometer. The two biggest companies are Antwerp Tax (03 238 38 38) and DTM Taxi (03 366 66 66). 
Uber is officially not allowed in Antwerp, and also be aware of non-official (pirate) taxis. 
 

Metro/tram 
The metro in Antwerp isn’t a real metro but a underground tram. Some routes may surface at one 
point. All public transport (metro/tram/bus) is run by De Lijn. You can purchase a ticket for 3 euro, 
which is valid for 1 hour within city limits. You can switch busses/metro/trams 
as much as you want. You can buy tickets at a station, a ticket machine of from 
the driver (exact change only). Most services stop running after midnight. 
If you stay within the city limits, generally public transport is safe. Always be 
aware it’s still public, so any type of person can get on. 
 

On foot 
A walk to the old town will take you about 20-30 minutes. Just follow De 
Keyserlei and Meir, towards the cathedral tower or Boerentower (with KBC-
logo on top). Check the safety page for more info. 
If lost on your way back, always ask for directions towards the Central Station. From there you should 
be able to find the conference hotel. 
 

By car 
Most parts of Antwerp are accessible by car. Do notice that the speed limit within the Leien area (area 
between city ring (Leien) and the river De Schelde) is 30 km/h. A lot of streets are one way, so you 
want to use your GPS. No big changes have been made in street directions in the last few years, so 
your GPS should be able to guide you.  
At the moment there are several road construction sites in Antwerp. Try to avoid the area around 
Frankrijklei; this area is closed for all traffic. 
There is hardly any free parking in the city. On the 11th of November (Belgian holiday) and 12th (Sunday) 
you can park for free, if you’re able to find a spot. Parking after 22h00 is also free. All other periods, 
you will have to pay and parking is limited to 3 hours. 
So to save you the hassle, park in one of the parking garages. The regular fee per hour Is 2,60 euro 
(may vary), and 19 euro for 24 hours. 
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Belgium is well known for 
its cuisine. You will be able 
to find a very good meal for 
a fair price anywhere in the 
city. 
 

Dinner 
As shown on the map, there are lots of restaurants around De Keyserlei, close to the Central Station. 
Do notice that most restaurants in this area target tourists. The same is for most restaurants around 
the cathedral. This doesn’t mean the quality is less, but price might be higher and you might be 
expected to hurry along. For an authentic Belgian dinner, try one of our suggestions in the old town: 
BarBouf (Lange Nieuwstraat), De Grote Witte Arend (Reyndersstraat), De Peerdestal (Wijngaard-
straat), Amadeus (rib restaurants all-you-can-eat, at Sint-Paulusplaats - close to the Redlight district, 
or Suikerrui) or Pelgrom (Pelgrimstraat) in a medieval cellar. Reservation might not be necessary, but 
is certainly advised during the weekend. The 11th of November is a holiday in Belgium.  
Of course you can also eat at the restaurant of the hotel. If you want to adventure yourself, just be 
sure to search west of the Central Station (towards the old town). 

Lunch 
In Belgium we have a gourmet culture, and like to take time for our lunch. But for a quick bite you can 
visit any of the fast-food restaurants at De Keyserlei or Astridplein (McDonald’s, Quick, Pizza Hut, ...). 
If you just want a sandwich, you can get a baguette at Panos, Le Pain Quotidien (next to the hotel) or 
any other ’broodjeszaak’. During the day, you can order sandwiches, soup and salads are the hotel bar 
and eat either in- or outdoor. 
 

Drinks 
Belgium is well known for its beers. So try a typical Antwerp beer like De Koninck or Seefbier. Or try 
any of the other 1150+ types of Belgian beer. 
There is no mandatory closing hour in Antwerp, so bars generally close when the last customers leave. 
Only in the yellow area on the ‘safe map’, bars close at 01h00 (a.m.). 
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As in any major city, you should be aware 
of your safety. During daytime you can 
go anywhere in Antwerp city and be safe. 
During nighttime you might want to 
avoid the yellow areas on the map below 
when walking alone. 
The area around Central Station is visited by lots of tourists, and might attract people who want to 

take advantage of people not paying attention. Going out areas like the old town, Het Zuid and Het 
Eilandje are safe, also during night time. Regular caution is always advised while going out. Even the 
Redlight district could be considered safe. 
Clubs and some bars have security/bouncers at the door. It’s common to tip these guys a few euro 
when leaving. Large groups of men might be denied entrance. Do not try to force yourself a way in. 
Due to the current threat of terrorism, you will find military patrolling areas such as the Central Station. 
 

Emergency Number 
The general emergency number for police, ambulance and fire department is 112. 
For non-urgent matters you can reach the police on 0800 123 12. 
 

Police station 
The closest police station to the conference hotel is at Quinten Matsijslei 50 (tel. 
03 206 80 11) and is open daily from 9h00-16h30 (closed on Sundays). If you need 
to visit a police station outside these hours, call the blue line (0800 123 12) and ask 
for directions. 
The hotel is near the diamond district, which is extra secured by police 24/24 hours. 
 

Hospital and Emergency 
The closest ER (‘spoedgevallen’ in Flemish) is Sint-Vincentius, Sint-Vincentiusstraat 20 (tel. 03 285 20 
00). For non-urgent matters you can visit the a doctor at Huisartsenwachtpost Brabo (HWB), Lange 
Leemstraat 187 (tel. 0900 10 512), 24/24 hours. Both are about 15 min. walk from the hotel. 
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By car 
 
From direction Breda (E19) take exit 3 (Borgerhout) on the ring of Antwerp. At the end of the exit, turn 
right on Plantin en Moretuslei (N184). Go under the first rail road bridge and continue towards the city 
center. Just before the next rail road bridge (large arches), turn right to Van Immerseelstraat. You can 
enter the parking under the conference hotel here. 
 
From direction Eindhoven (E34) and direction Aachen (E313) take exit 17 (Antwerpen-Oost) before you 
reach the ring of Antwerp. At the Singel (R10) turn left. At the second traffic lights, turn right under the 
rail road bridge (Plantin en Moretuslei, N184) and continue towards the city center. Just before the 
next rail road bridge (large arches), turn right to Van Immerseelstraat. You can enter the parking under 
the conference hotel here. 
 
From direction Brussels (E19) and Gent (E17), continue on the ring of Antwerp direction Breda/Luik. 
Take exit 3 (Borgerhout) on the ring of Antwerp. At the end of the exit, turn left, cross the ring and 
continue straight on Plantin en Moretuslei (N184). Go under the first rail road bridge and continue 
towards the city center. Just before the next rail road bridge (large arches), turn right to Van 
Immerseelstraat. You can enter the parking under the conference hotel here. 
 
The parking is called ‘Parking Centraal Station’. If using GPS, direct to Van Immerseelstraat, Antwerpen. 
 
Just dropping off? 
Use guides above, but continue under the second rail road bridge (large arches). Right after the bridge, 
turn right (Pelikaanstraat). Take the next possible turn right (Lange Kievitstraat) back under the bridge. 
You are now at the plaza in front of the hotel entrance. This is a drop off zone for the Central Station 
(Kievitplein). 
If using GPS, direct to Kievitplein, Antwerpen. 
 

By train/Thalys/Euro Star 
 
Exit your train at Centraal Station Antwerpen. Do not get out at Berchem-Antwerpen Station; you will 
have to take a bus or tram to get to the Central Station. 
Once in the station, you make your way up to ground level. Walk to the south along the shops. At the 
far end of the station (3 min. walk) you will find an exit on your left. This exit is on the plaza in front of 
the conference hotel entrance. 
 
You can also do the scenic route and go north through the main hall. Exit to the west, towards the city 
center. When you exit the station, turn left immediately and walk along the station (Pelikaanstraat). 
At the first possible turn left (Lange Kievitstraat). After passing under the rail road bridge, you will enter 
the plaza in front of the conference hotel entrance. 


